
 
 

TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

July 20, 2015 
 
 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 by Joyce Thompson.  
 
Members present:  Co-Chairs Joyce Thompson and Linda Swartz; Members, Al Huehnel, Moisha Blechman, Donn Critchell, 
John Roberts, Elizabeth O’Donnell, Dennis Callahan, Consultant Ted Fink 
Excused: Kathy Bainer 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion to approve the Minutes of July 6, 2015, was made by Donn Critchell and seconded by Moisha Blechman. 

Ayes: 4 (Critchell, Blechman, Roberts, Huehnel) Nays:  0  Abstained: 2 (Callahan, O’Donnell) 
 
Final Review of Noise Recommendation for Town Board: 
On a motion made by Moisha Blechman and seconded by Elizabeth O’Donnell, the ZC approved the latest version of the 
Noise Law.   

Ayes: 5 (Blechman, O’Donnell, Critchell, Roberts, Huehnel) Nays:  0  Abstained: 1 (Callahan) 
          (not yet read it yet) 
Joyce will now ask the Town Attorney to review it; after that, it will be presented to the Town Board. 
 
Continuing Review of Article 60 – Version 10:  
60-E.  Home Occupations: In general, NYS regulations will be quoted whenever necessary and appropriate so that people 
understand that it is the State, not the town, that is setting the restrictions. In this section of our zoning, we will cite NYS 
Residential Code J102.5 as it pertains to Home Occupations and sets conditions.  Dennis provided copies of the relevant 
section of the Code.  Linda will contact the State for clarification of their requirement that “a home occupation shall be 
conducted wholly within the primary structure on the property.”  Does this restriction pertain to the business itself or to 
the person conducting the business?  That is, can a person leave his home to perform his business (like computer repair at a 
customer’s home).  The ZC was split on the meaning of the State regulation.  This could limit our ability to make 
opportunities for people through zoning.  It seems that other towns are not familiar with this regulation or perhaps they 
don’t interpret it in the most restrictive and literal sense.  Linda expressed concern that people won’t view Taghkanic as 
being friendly towards home-based business and as being too restrictive and will chose to live elsewhere. 
 

 Items 1.d. and 1.f. will cite the state regulations.  

 Item 1.g. reference to Section 60.E. will be changed to 60.D. 

 Item 1.i. Change end of last sentence as follows:  “. . . larger vehicle types than would be normal for a residential 
neighborhood.” 

 Item 1.m. Change “attract” to “would bring” 

 Item 1.o. Remove “Use of an accessory structure is not permitted and” and being sentence with “A home 
occupation. . .” 

 
60.E.3.   

 Public transportation is lacking in Columbia County and transportation becomes more important as people age.  
Columbia County has the oldest population in the State.  Elizabeth feels that to address the need for 
transportation, taxis and limo services should not be prohibited.  Maybe it could be limited to one vehicle. 

 Due to their size and noise, commercial carriers/tractor trailers should be added to the list of prohibited home 
occupations.   

The issue regarding the NYS Residential Code J102.5 as mentioned above comes into play here.  How do we proceed if the 
State responds that the regulation applies to the business person as well as the business itself?  Can we create an overlay 
where people can rent a space to do the types of businesses which would be restricted under the Residential Code?  Linda 
thinks people who have home-based businesses operate out of their homes for a reason (to take care of children or aged 
parents or because they can’t afford to rent space) and that an overlay is not the answer. 
 
We will wait for a reply from the State. 
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60.H.2.d.  We had a lengthy discussion about the 4’ height allowance above the roof structure for solar panels.  The 
maximum allowable height of a structure is 35’; only the solar panels can extend beyond that.  We have no requirement for 
mechanical units on rooftops; this loophole needs to be closed.  Ted will see if he can come up with something we can use.   
 
60.H.2.e. establishes a 25’ setback requirement for ground-mounted solar panels.  The current code has a 12’ setback for 
accessory structures (pools, tennis courts, sheds, etc.)  Ground-mounted solar panels are essentially accessory structures. 
Setbacks are covered in Article 50, Area and Bulk Regulations.  We need to give some thought to setbacks.  Linda will begin 
keeping a list of things that need to be considered when we get to that section. 
 
Ted pulled some information from the NYSERDA website which indicates that most areas in Taghkanic are not conducive for 
effective wind generation.  Wind energy would require a Special Use Permit.  We want our zoning regulations to be 
supportive of wind energy, within the tenets of the code.  Ted will add a section on Small Scale Wind Energy. 
 
 
New Business: 

From the Commission:  None. 
From the Public:  None 

 
 
Next Meeting: 
August 3, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall.  Be prepared to continue discussion of Article 60. 
 
John will not be in attendance at the August 3 meeting. 
 
 
 
Motion to adjourn:  Dennis Callahan     Seconded by: Moisha Blechman 

Ayes:  6 (Callahan, Blechman, O’Donnell, Huehnel, Critchell, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 
 
 
 
Public in attendance:   None 
 
 
Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 
 
 
 
 
Attachment:  Proposed Noise Law 

 
 


